
Iris Mae Van Meter
January 5, 1935 - May 5, 2021

Iris Mae Van Meter, age 86 of Thayer, passed away May 5, 2021 at
Morningstar Care Homes of Fredonia. 

 

Iris was born January 5, 1935 in Dayton, Ohio to George and Mary (Leach)
Kelley. She was raised by her grandparents alongside her sisters Esther and
Alene. At an early age, they were sent to boarding school in Breathitt County,
Kentucky, where Iris would graduate from Mt. Carmel High School in 1953.
She continued her education at Kentucky Mountain Bible College, graduating
with an associates degree in Christian Education in 1956. 

While at bible college, Iris met a young man that would be the love of her life.
It was the start of a great journey serving the Lord together. On June 11, 1960,
she was united in marriage to Dale Van Meter in Vancleave, Kentucky.
Together, they raised 6 children and followed the Lord’s leading as a couple
for nearly 62 years. 

Iris and Dale’s journey took them many places while pastoring churches over
the years in Kansas, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Idaho. Wherever they
were, Iris would take on the role of hostess of the house. They frequently had
visitors over to enjoy her pie and coffee. She also supervised the foodservice
workers at the local Senior Center, and when word got around that she was
cooking, attendance tripled. At one time, she started a business with a



neighbor baking and selling home made pies. They were known to bake 40
pies a day and sell them all. 

 

Upon retirement, Iris and Dale moved to the Thayer area, although they didn’t
slow down. They planted a huge orchard with 600 apple, pear, and peach
trees, and raised and sold fruit and sweet apple cider. Iris was a member of
the Kansas Fruit Growers Association. She honorably served on the Kansas
State Board of Education from 2003-2007, and at one time was a Kansas
State Senate candidate. She was also a member of the Neodesha Church of
the Nazarene Church. 

Iris was a faithful servant of the Lord, a wonderful wife, and a great Mom and
Grammy. She touched many lives and will be dearly missed by her family and
friends. 

 

She is survived by her husband, Dale of the home. 

Children 
 Kevin Van Meter of Yates Center, KS 

Lauren Van Meter of Los Angeles, CA 
 Elizabeth Patzer and husband Brad of Post Falls,ID 

 Kristian Van Meteren and wife Echo of Leavenworth, KS 
Kellene Van Meter and husband Travis of Palmetto, FL 
Alicia Sterling and husband Layne of Humboldt, KS 

 

13 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren 
 

She was preceded in death by her parents, and sisters Esther DeMint and
Alene Poe. 

 

Family will receive friends at visitation on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 from 10:00



am to 12:00 pm at the Neodesha Church of the Nazarene in Neodesha, KS. 
 

Funeral service will be held at 2:00 pm at the Neodesha Church of the
Nazarene in Neodesha, KS 

 

Interment will follow at the Thayer Cemetery in Thayer, KS 
 

Memorial contributions can be made to the Neodesha Church of the Nazarene
Missions Fund and can be mailed to or left with the funeral home. 

Services entrusted to Countryside Funeral Home, 420 S. 20th, PO Box 247,
Fredonia, KS 66736



Cemetery Details

Thayer Cemetery

Thayer, KS 66776

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 11. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Neodesha Nazarene Church
812 N. 7th St
Neodesha, KS 66757

Service

MAY 11. 2:00 PM (CT)

Neodesha Nazarene Church
812 N. 7th St
Neodesha, KS 66757



Tribute Wall

Countryside Funeral Home - May 13, 2021 at 11:22 AM

1 file added to the album Funeral Service

MB
mary brixey - May 18, 2021 at 08:08 PM

i love this song NEAR TO THE HEART OF GOD
 .I SHALL KNOW HIM,Iknow Iris has seen Him

MB
mary brixey - May 18, 2021 at 09:06 PM

beautiful service ,for a beautiful Christian woman,love her so so
much!!!!!!!!

Kris Van Meteren - May 12, 2021 at 05:32 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

PJ
Phyllis VanMeter Johnson - May 02, 2024 at 11:26 PM

Very nice memories, Kevin. I still miss her.





Kris Van Meteren - May 12, 2021 at 05:31 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kris Van Meteren - May 12, 2021 at 05:30 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Countryside Funeral Home - May 12, 2021 at 03:42 PM

1 file added to the album Visitation Memorial

May 09, 2021 at 07:54 PM

A Full Life was purchased for the family of Iris
Mae Van Meter.

https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1413&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1413&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Deanna Bartee - May 09, 2021 at 09:52 AM

Rev and Mrs Van Meter will always be "my home church pastors"
because they served for so many years at the church I grew up in.
Mrs Van Meter had an amazing gift/ministry of hospitality. I
remember Rev Van Meter putting in what seemed like a HUGE
garden and Mrs Van Meter fed anyone and everyone that dropped
by....in my memory there was ALWAYS someone dropping by their
home. She took it all in stride, continuing to manage her home
seemingly without effort in the presence of constant guests. Another
memory I have is that every so often our church would have
"specials" service. This would be a time for different members of the
congregation to express their talents. Mrs Van Meter would put on
spellbinding one-woman skits. She was an amazing actress. I also
remember her as a wonderful mother who loved children. 

 Sad in FL. 
 Deanna (Carr) Bartee

May 08, 2021 at 07:58 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Iris Mae Van Meter.

May 08, 2021 at 06:05 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Iris Mae Van Meter.

https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Bruce & Marilyn Bemis , and Golda Copher - May 08, 2021 at
04:15 PM

Bruce & Marilyn Bemis , and Golda Copher
purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the
family of Iris Mae Van Meter.

Roy and Martha Villarreal & Family - May 08, 2021 at 11:20
AM

Roy and Martha Villarreal & Family purchased
the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of
Iris Mae Van Meter.

May 08, 2021 at 08:53 AM

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Iris Mae Van Meter.

https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.countrysidefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

