John Edgar Smith

October 2, 1928 - April 14, 2023

John Edgar Smith passed away on April 14th at Allen County Memorial
Hospital from complications following a stroke. He was 94.

John was born October 2nd, 1928 to Jack and Henrietta Smith in Joplin,
Missouri. He graduated from Joplin High School in 1946 and later earned his
Bachelors and Masters Degree from what is now Pittsburg State University.
He married the love of his life, Lois Mary (Pearson) Smith in 1950, a union
which lasted 72 years, until her death last August. Their time together was
only interrupted by his Service overseas in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War.

Education became John'’s focus in life, starting as a teacher in Joplin and
Lamar, Missouri. He moved to Kansas in 1955 where he taught American
History and was the head basketball coach for 11 years at Atchison High
School. He moved to School Administration starting in suburban Wichita, as
Vice Principal at Campus High School. In 1968 he moved to Humboldt, where
he served as Superintendent of School for 22 years.

Sports was his main hobby, as he played and coached 5 different sports. He
attended Pittsburg State on a basketball scholarship and played football there
as well. As a High School student, he played a season of Minor League
baseball for the Durham Bulls and as a semi-pro player in the Joplin area. He
played with future greats Mickey Mantle, Ken and Clete Boyer, and Satchel
Paige. He was an avid golfer all his adult life and could be seen regularly on
the golf course in Humboldt well in his 80’s including the High School Golf



Team in Humboldt.

After his retirement, he contributed to his community by serving on a number
of boards of non-profit organizations, including the Tri-Valley Developmental
Services. He also was a member of several Civic groups, including the
Humboldt Rotary Club.

He is preceded in death by his parents, his wife Lois, his son David, his
brother Robert and other members of his extended family. He is survived by
his children Stan and Barbie, 4 grandchildren, and their families, including 9
great-grandchildren. He was devoted to his family and will be greatly missed.
We love you Pops.

A celebration of life memorial service will be held on Friday, May 12, 2023, at
the Humboldt United Methodist Church at 11:00 am with burial to follow at
Mount Hope Cemetery in Humboldt. Memorials have been suggested to the
Humboldt High School Alumni Association Scholarship Fund or the Methodist
Men’s Association and may be left with or mailed to the funeral home. Online
condolences may be left at: www.countrysidefh.com. Services entrusted to
Countryside Funeral Home 101 N. Highland, Chanute, Kansas 66720.



Cemetery Details

Mount Hope Cemetery

1282 Hawaii Rd.
Humboldt, KS

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAY 12. 11:00 AM (CT)

Humboldt United Methodist Church
Humboldt, KS 66748

Burial

MAY 12 (CT)

Mount Hope Cemetery
1282 Hawaii Rd.
Humboldt, KS



Tribute Wall

Barbie and Stan so sorry for your loss. Your dad was a great
teacher and a good Christian!

Mary Harner Mueller - May 09, 2023 at 08:35 AM

It saddens me to hear of Mr. Smith's passing. He was always so
respectful to me, | really appreciated his kindness. God bless you
Barbie and Stan especially dearing this sad time. Karen Clounch

Karen Clounch - May 05, 2023 at 06:02 PM

So sorry to hear. | always appreciated his support and guidance
when | was a teacher and counselor at Humboldt. May his family
and friends be comforted and blessed.

Ruth Knapp - May 01, 2023 at 07:40 PM

| will dearly miss Mr. Smith. He was one of the kindest men that |
have ever met. My son just loved him. He helped him with golf in
high school and took him under his wing. | know we will never forget
him. My thoughts and prayers for you Barbie | know your Dad was
really proud of you.

Christina Wimsett - April 27, 2023 at 08:45 PM

I had to interview with Mr. Smith before | began my student teaching in
Humboldt. He was very kind and supportive and made me feel at ease
right away. Such a nice gentleman! R.I.P. God Speed\{ ¥

Debi Huffman - May 08, 2023 at 09:06 PM



One of the more forward thinking administrators | had the privilege to
work with in Allen county and Southeast Kansas.

Bill Muckenthaler

Wm. Muckenthaler - May 12, 2023 at 04:49 PM



