Mary Frances South

April 21, 1935 - March 29, 2025

Mary Frances Stephens South, a beloved mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother, passed away peacefully at Heritage Healthcare in Chanute,
Kansas, on Saturday, March 29, 2025. Born on Easter Sunday, April 21, 1935,
in La Junta, Colorado, to John and Maggie (Jenkins) Stephens, Mary brought
a spirit of joy and kindness to all who knew her.

On April 10, 1952, she married the love of her life, Leonard E. South, and
together they built a loving family. Their union blessed them with three
children: Richard Earl, Cheryl Ann, and Carol Annette. In 1967, the family
relocated to Humboldt, Kansas, where Mary became a familiar and cherished
presence in the community.

Throughout her life, Mary was a tireless worker, dedicating her time to various
roles, including positions at the Jean Factory, Birdview, and Legends in
Chanute. For over two decades, she lovingly cleaned the Methodist Church in
Humboldt, and also provided cleaning services for Community National Bank
and Emprise Banks in lola, Chanute, and Humboldt, as well as numerous
private residences. Her dedication and hard work were a testament to her
strong character.

Beyond her professional life, Mary was a woman of many talents and
passions. A member of the Eastern Star, she found joy in tending her beautiful
garden, watching birds and hummingbirds, and engaging in her cherished
crafts. She poured her heart into creating countless embroidered baby quilts,
showering numerous new mothers with these handmade treasures. Many in



town still use the lovely tea towels she meticulously crafted.

Mary was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Leonard; her son,
Richard Earl; her brothers, Edwin and Carl; and her grandchildren, Andrew
and Laura Coltrane. She is survived by her daughters, Cheryl (Doug) Coltrane
of Humboldt, Kansas, and Carol Wagner of Independence, Missouri; her
granddaughter, Megan (Joe) Arell of Humboldt, Kansas; and her great-
grandchildren, Cole Anderson, Haylie Anderson, and Trip Arell. These loved
ones will carry her memory in their hearts forever.

Cremation has taken place under the direction of Countryside Funeral Home.
A Celebration of Mary’s life will be held at a later date. Mary will be deeply
missed, but her legacy of love, hard work, and kindness will continue to
inspire those whose lives she touched.



Tribute Wall

As a CNA at Heritage she always managed to put a smile on my
face! She was always so appreciative of everything even if it was as
simple as a PBJ and Lays potato chips. () Fly high Mary.

Syd - April 02, 2025 at 12:46 AM

As a cook at heritage, one evening Mary had a Dr appt and returned
back couple hrs after dinner had finished and | remember her
asking me so kindly for something anything for dinner she was so
hungry it was a simple burger and fries but she was so happy u
would have thought it was a fancy gourmet and we sat and visited

for awhile since no one else was in there so she didn't have to set
alone :)

Jennifer Beck - April 01, 2025 at 02:08 PM
Mary was always so kind & never knew a stranger ! She was always
there if you needed anything - love or kindness !! God Bless her in
Heaven. Now she can tell Leonard what to do again!! lol. &. She

will be missed by many!!

Sue Scantlin - April 01, 2025 at 01:46 PM



